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) THE OPERATIONS OF B COMPANY AND OF
THE 18T BATTALICN, 116TH INFANTRY
(29TH INFANTRY DIVISION) ON THE
ELLE RIVER AND AT COUVAINS, NORTH
OF 8T, LO, FRANCE, 12-13 JUNE,1944
(NORMANDY CAMPAIGE)
(Personal Bxperience of a Company Commander)

INTRODUCTION
This monograph covers the operations of B Company and of

the 1st Battalion, 116th Infantry, 29th U8 Division, at the
srossing of the Blle River and the eapture of the village of
Couvalns, North of $t, Lo, 12-13 June, 1944, in the battle for
Normandy, ¥rance. |

Thc specific aotion referred to was a eoritieal lecal
;developmsnt 1ﬁ the expansion of V Corps' Omaha Beach, This
beachhead was ohé.ot three major lodgements on the Gontinent
of Burope made on 6 June 1944 as the culmination of an
extensive aeriel eesmpaign and a eonhin&é airborne and amphibiocus
assault. The assault began the primary ground action of Operatien
Qvorlard; that ope:ation which dlimaied Allied preparaticn for
the majér offensive aimed at the swift and oomplete destrustion
of military Gemany,(l)

Gggration QXerlord was ogneeivcd when the Allled governmentis
had given priority in their global struggle to an offensive )
against Germany. (2) It was mora-derinitely projaotsd-when
sufricient materiel and units were atailgblalin the Theater, or
ready for shipment in the Zome of the Interior, to make such am
offensive feasible. (3) England provided an excellent marshalling
area at the end of the shortest line of communications from _
Ameriecat's Atlantic ports, a line that could be easily switched fo
Horthwest France. Additional Ground, Alr and Naval faetors combined
to support the decision to base Overlord in Englend and direct i+

at Franoce.($)

{(1,2) A-3, par.3, p.1; (3) A-8, p. 56; (4) A-1, pars, l6-34.
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~ General (now General of the Army) Eisenhower arrived in
England in January 1944 to assume supreme ocommand of the Allied
Expediiionary Forces assembling there, with the directive,
"You will: anter'the csonténent of Burope and, in conjunotion
‘with the other Allled Nations, undertake operations aimed at
the heart of Germany and the destruetion of her armed forses."(5)

Currently, Russia's reoccupation of some of her territory
in the tgoa of a diverted Gerﬁan.rorce was being given much
presiige.(6) The partia} reduetion éf Hitler's Italian redoubt
by Allied forees had mostly ssecured the Mediterranean passege,
but seemed to lead to no quick vietery againat the coneentriec
rings of the German Italian defeﬁies.[?) |
Aoross the Ghannel from England there wes a powerful Germen

arny faeing North along the coastline at the end of short interior
lines.(8) The miscaloulation of the Germsn high command in
anticipating Gemeral Risenhower's effort in the Pas de Galais
area (See Map A) had resulted in major ooncentraﬂ_ona there at
the sxpense of the Western Chennel coast, where few beachss
breeched the rocky sea-cliffs.t$) Additionally, Hitler's conception
of the Festung Eureps as aen impenetrable fortress had led to the
transfer of rait quantities of excellent fighting men from mébile
gtriking units to ﬁoaitioned coastal garrisons,(1l0)Veon Eunastadt,'
eonmander in the West, was replaced by Von Kluge whan_tha gensral
fated to becoms the Wehrmacht's Pickett balked at this Hitler~
Rommel doctrine, insisting instead that available troops should be
grouped in a compact, mobile force capadle of striking any Allied
landing before it could achieve an adé@uats build-up.(1ll) But
Hitler had his way, and suchrunits aa.iare stationed in"Horthneat
France were widely daployéd.(la) |

() A-2, p.56; (6) A-8, par.8,p.7; {(7) A~8, p.50; (8) A~3, pp.3~7;
{9) A-1,p.8; (10} A-3, pp.3-7; (18) A-2, pP.6,
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Te exploit the error of the German strategic'disposition S
and fhe immobility of their tactical dispersion, 1nteﬁse and
protracted serial bombardment was planned to isolate the bsach i
area and delay the conecentration of an efficient German counter-—
foree, thus denying the enemy the maximum use of interior routes,
end insuring the Allies time to bﬁilé-up.(lsl

In the immediate vieinity of the projected beachheads the
severest Allied pressure would be necessary, not only to gain
depth and strategic points, but to take advantage of the enemy
dispersion and prevent a counter-build-up by requiring the
prompt commitment of such German reinroieemants as became available
so soon as they reached the battle area.{l4)

The stubborn continuation of the loeal offensive during the
Allied build-up would, in faot, dburn up & powerful German army
piecamaal.zThis course of events had beeﬁ foreseen and planned
for when Gensral Biaéﬁhawar's forees struck across the Channel

at Normandy in June, 1944.(15) (See Map A)

GENERAL SITUATION
When the Allled ground forces debarqued on the Continent

under the command of Field Marshal Montgomery there was a
three-fold immediate objective: to secure a beachhead, ito securse
a port, and to develop inland to positions favorable to further
assault, (16)

(8ee Map B) The Ameriocan foroces under Lt., Gen. Omar N,
Bradley (now Gener ), commending the First Army, made twe
ma jor 1andingq§?;¥;§tah Beach, West of the mouth of the iéﬁ:imﬁwf
under Maj.Gen, J, Lawton Collins, VII Corps oommander, andsat
@maha Beach, Eest of the mouth of the Vire and olosest to the
British lendings North of Bsyeux, under Maj.Gen. Leonsrd T, Gerow
(now Lieutenant General), V Corps commander. (17}

13) A-2, pp.60-6l; (14) A-3, par.3,p.l0; (15) A=3, pp.1l0-11;
1e) A-1, p.24; (17) A-3, pp.l2~13,
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The assault fbrges at Omaha were organized as Task Foree 0,
under Maj.Gen, Clarence R, Husbner,{l7a) The primary assault
elements were made up moatly of the 16th and 1ll6th Infantries,
from the lst and 29th Pivisions, respectively, each of whioch
reduced i1ts sector of the beach with such losses and with such
difficulty that the local German commander notified his superiors
et 1300 hrs that the 1nva#1on was stopped &t the water's edge,(18)
Groups of Ameriesn riflemen, however, bad already sapped through
the dike, and in the afternoon the Germen beach defun@es collapsed,
or rather, were desiroyed, bitter and isolatéd little bittles being
fought on the inland bluff between the few bré;ohea.(lg}

Though the forward elements had mede their way at darkness
scareely beyond hand-grenade range of the sands, they were in

‘the fortunate position ef having penetrated the enemy main linme
of resistanee anﬁ groping through the shattered coasiwall shell
int¢ the abdomen of the Wehrmacht,(20) Hltler's and Rommel's
tacties had exacted a heavy fee, but crack German units, stocked
with superior fighting men, had been destroyed in positioned
derenia.(al)

It is interesting to note that in spite of Hommel's Army
Group's striot ﬁpplipation of the ococasti-wall dogma it had been
impossible to mainta;n adequate garrisonz at even the Tew good
assaulit beaches in the inviting Coteniin area, For example, Utah
Beach was compars¥ively lightly held and weakly defended.(22)

.'By contrast, Omaha was ae impregnable as man and nature could make
1t {without removing the besch altogether), and was addltionelly
reinforced with the local striking ddvision.(23) In spite of tliis,
the force landed was sufficient unte the task. ,

After destroylng the fighting effectiveness of the vestiges
of the garrison, General Gerow's forces were 1n a‘pasitian t0
(17a) A~4, p.5; (18) A-4, p.113; (19) Personal EKnowledgej;

(20) A-4, pp.107-111; (21) A-4, p.110; (22) A-3, pp.22-23;
(23) A~4, PP 1-1ll3.



sxploit a penetration to the limit of their resources, whieh
rescurces had been building up onthe besch in the tracks of the
first riflemen, On the evening of & June most of twe dlvisiona
was ashore, and V Corps heasdquarters had landed and becoms
operational on the Far Shore,(24) Troops poured inland aoross
the wreckage of flesh and equipment on Cmaha 1o expleit the
suoeess of the landing teams. This exploitation was ailmed at
linking the three baachhhaﬁs into a consolidated holding, at
destééying as maquermans as poaaihle,-and at obtaining positions
favorable to further develepment.(25) ,

The left flank of the 16th Infentry and the Gommandos on the
right flank of the Briﬁish convergsed thraugh eaéh other's beaten
zones %o destroy the laat larnana_betwcén their sectors.(26)

(See 1, Map B) Fresh regiments lunged inlend through a welter ef =
the fighting fragments of German combat units and a mongrel horde

of éarviee troops. It is stimulating in retrospect to remember the
sonduet of the remnents of thelgggg,Gernnn Divisien, single soldiers
of which defended stone farmhouzes to their last round and last |
breath, while hardés of conseripted international riffraff were
marching in t¢ surrender. , |

Maj.Gen. Charles H, Gerhardt, commanding the 29th Infﬁntry
Division, assumed the responsibility for Gaheral Gerow's right
flank at 1700 hrs, 7 June, when his headquarters reassumed
command of the battered 116th Infantry.(27) (See 2, Map B) The
115th Infantry, which hed landed ae s support element in Task Foroce
0, hed already marohed inland beyend the coastal highway, and was
facing Southwerd along the flooded basin of the Aure River.(28)

(8ee 3, Map B) The third regiment of the 29th, the 175th infemtry,
had followed through, capturing LaCembe on this main highway, and
advancing Weat to capture Isigny between the forks of the Vire and -
(24) A~5, p.66; (85) A-=5, pp.72-74; (26) A-4, p,121; (27,28) A~4,p.l27.
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dure, and to seourse the bridges across these streams.(29)
(8ee 4 and 5, Map B) Contaect with the glider troops of the
10lst Airborne Di?isiun, facing Southeast from Utah beach,
was made by the 29th Reconnaissance Trcop patroling beycnd
the Vire,(30) (See 6, Map B) and when the positions around
Carentan, (See 7, Map B) West of the riven had been developed,
the Lllies possessed a econsolidated beashhead, enclosing the
lateral coastal highwey from a point West of Caen to Gemeral
Cellins*® foothold on the way to Cherbourg.(3l)

Though the éaptuxo and consolidation of cérantan did not
comeé till days later, General Gerow's right flank was secured
by the wide waters of the Vire, and his left by the link-up
with the British, ,

The British forces had landed with the immediate objective
of Bayeux, (See 8, Map B) which they had guickly seized,and the
aim of sscuring Caen and bridgeheada across the Orme River, and
'devoloping South and Bast,.(32) (see‘ﬂ, Map B)

Germsn command saw its main danger in this threat, and
coheentrated agaidst it, counter-attacking to contaln the British
West of Caen, (See lo,rnap B} Additionally, they struck ths left
Tlank of the repid Brisish advance to the South,(33) (See 11,
Map B) o

General Gerow, reimforced by the 24 Infantry Division, whieh
he'committed between the lst and 29%h, (See Division Sjmhals,
Map B) took maximum advantage of the immediate weakness of the
enemy before him to carve out a large sallent thrusting into thd
heart of Normandy.{34) He moved his divisions Southward in a
sudden surge, and a well organized rear ares, with excellent
reutes of communieation, materislized behind them. ¥V Corps found

itself fighting an organized war, with a eclearly delineated front

(38) A-4, p.5; (33, i-4, p.
8

(29) A-4, pp.12?~1283;450) A-4, Mep No. XIV; (31) A~4, pp.156-157;
»



- and a rear processing supplies from an'impreviséﬁ port.(35)

Tha rorward elements advanced rapidly, chewing off quickly
digested stretohes of the Seventh German Army's LXXXIVth Gorps
aeetor.(sac.sucaessive front lines, Map B) On the left the lst
Division had cut the Caen-8t, Lo highway 12 June before a
hastily grouped German forse contained this sdvanhse immediately
South of Caumont on 13 June (S8ee 12, Map B) and pounded the
flanking British advance beok (See 11, Map B) into a NEeSW oblique
line from the 1st Division's left Bast of Caumont %o the étuhborn
deadlock Weat of Caen, {36) The 2& and 29th Diviaions shared the
firat sasy success eof the Bad Oﬁzr and the 24 swept through the

- Forest of Cerisy into the hedge-losked valley of the Elle,(37) |
(See 13, Map B) The 175th Infantry! 29th Pivision, its right
comfortable on the Yiru; slipped forward into the elbét ef the Blle
and Vire, providing the salient with a sound flank. {Bee 14, Map B)
This regiment threw patrols across the Vire into the rear of the
Germans facing the extreme left of VII Corps (See 15, Map B), but
thers was little success and no major action here.(38) The 115%th
Iﬁrantry of the 29th erossed the flooded Aure hasin with no
opposition and plunged aoross the minor hill mass hetween the Auxt
valley and the narrow, shallew treugh of the Elle,(39) (Bee 16, MapB
The only fighting during this passags was a'mseting-eﬁgagament with
a withdrawing hostile party disastrous for one battalion of the
115th. (40) (See 17, Map B)

At this point the lat Piviaion continued the eaay forward
movement to Caumcent alone, The 28 and 29th ran into the Gen&an‘buihb

up moving FNorth from 8¢, Lo.(4l) This new and aggressive German

front followed the crescent of the Blie River as it curved Northwest

from the area Wess of Caumcnt.{See Map B) This oreacert moated Hill

192, BREast of 8%. Lo, and a line of villages Nerth of the city aé it
_ flowed aoross the 29th front intec the Vire.

{35)A~4, p,131; (36) A-4, Mep No.X¥; (37) A=4, p.l4l; (38) A=4, p.145;
(39) A-4, p.145; (40) A-4, pp 144-145, {41) A-4, p.153.
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- \ - LOCAL SITUATION '

The Historical Division study Omaha Beachhead states of V Corps’
1l and 12 Juns operations, “The main sffort toward Caumont, involving
.the 1st Division and the 9th Infantry of the 24 Division, reached its
objectives with oniy slight difficulty. To the West the 2%¢th
Division and the 38th Infantry of the 2d Division met & type of enemy
resistance which spelled the end of the rag}d advances msde sinece
7 June, The Germans defended the approaches to Hill 192 with a
viger proving the importance they attached to St, Lo, committing in
his area the first considerable reinforeemsnts. to be used against
V Corps. Although the Elle River ias & smnall, fordable stream, its
erossing 1nvolyéd a2 number of bitterly contested aétinns."{&Z)

The attainment of the Mlle, therefore, marked the conelusion
of the easy exploitation that followed the bieaching of thHe coastal
fortifications., It alsc demonstrated the re-orgenization of the
LXXXIVth Corps into an effective fighting foree determined to hold{
 the Stf Lo sector and keep the Americens thrust back until a major
foree for a counter-attack could be mnatérad within the air 1solation
belt. That this effort was blooked was dus to the immediate and
- resalute action of V Corps in converting a recoil into a stubborm
offensive, and inoidentally, to the successful breeching of the
so-called Elle River Line.

This *line™ lasted less than 24 hours, but was so clearly
traced by the course of the Blle and marked such a definite change
in the nature of the operations thaf tﬁe DATTOoW 1ittlé oreek in its
hedge-walled groove assumsd Rhine-like proportions in the minds of
the Ameriean soldisrs who spent a bad day and night along its banks,
Lnd although the Germans possibly desired a positioned dnfeﬁ;a h@:e

‘Do more than the Americans desired +to exchange mobility for a siegs,
‘45) it is very likely that the enemy's limited resoureces might have

(42) A-4, p.153; (48D A-4, p.130.
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led him %o develop the suneasaéa of numerous local counter-attasks
(cﬁlminating in exscellent positions on the South bank of the Elle)
into a consolidated line of étrongpoinfs aimed at holding the
American advanee t1ll help arrived, ér until the reinforecments
arriving in groups could be held and organized into a foree capable
of striking a ma jor blow, That the Ameriean assault oontinued
necessitated the plecemsal commitment of these reintorcements; and
was an important factor in preventing a large-scale counter~offensive
prior to the American’s readiness to meet it.(44) Von Rundstedt,
back in the saddle, struck too late with too little at Mortain.{44s)

On 11 end 12 June the left of the Beaohhead assumed the shape
it was to hold with little ohangs for over a month, (8ee Map B) To
sketoh the situafion briefly, from their battle West of Caen the
British held an abliqnarline running Southwesat to the left of the Lst
Division, which had cut the Caen-8%. Lo highwey st Caumont. From the
last Division's right the 9th Infantry, 24 Division, helé an oblique -
line funning Northwest toward the bulge of the Elle.(45) tseé 18,MapB)
On the evening of 11 June the 38th Infantry on the 24 Diviegionts right
flank, and the 29th Division settled along the Northern bank of the
Elle, ourving to cenform to the creseent of the river.(46) ,

The 38th Infantry fronted Hill 182, The 115th Infantry, on the
ach's_laft, was astride what was to be the main 8%, Le axis.'anﬂ
‘the 175th, holding the Diviston snd Corps right, had settled fimmiy
in the Northern elbow of the Vire and Blle, covering the 8t. Lo-
Isigny road bridge and the Vire-washed flank. (See 20 and 21, Map B)
To its rear elements of the 24 Armored Division had been eommitied to
hold the Vire bridges end make contéact with General collins' VII
Corps scrose the estuary.(47) (See 5 and 7, Map B)

The minor hill mass betwaeen the Aure and Elle, bounded to the ,
Weat by the Vire and.to the Bast by the Forest qf Gerigy, slopnd_dein;

(44) A-4, p.168); (44a) A-6, pp,.125-127; (45) A-4, Map No.XV;
(46) A-4, Map No, XIV; (4%] A-4, p.156.
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%o rekatively flat ground for some distance North of -the Elle,

- Bushy-topped hedgerows and woods (typical of the Norman bogage)
concealed and covered the excellent approaches to the forward
positions on the North bank, It was all an attacker eould ask.

Ihe advantage of Hill 192 was meia than neutralized.by the concesalment
if 1%t were properly utllized, The American~held shelf South of
Epernay-Tesson (3ee Mep B) provided an abrupt, brief foriard slope

in the North bank, naked of anj coneealmanﬁ in the Gouvains road
area,(48) |

The South Bamk and the coustry behind it was just as excellent
for the defender., Nomandy has been described as a fortress created
by God for the German soldier, asz well as a house-te~house fight
with no reof. The well-orgenized Germam position faeing the 115th
and ching the b.ridga on the road it¢ Couvains, half way peoint
on the road to ¥t%, ko, and the position covering the bridge on the
'st. Lo~Isigny mad, in front of the 175%h Infantry, were hedgerow
bastions, There is little terrain, however, be 1t ever sc favorable
to the enemy,that dows not afford scme compensating advantages. This
is as true of the hedgerows as it is any other part of the worl&,
Terrain disadvantages are like the enemy in the rear of General
Forrest's oommand, *If they're in back of ourn, we're in back of
theirn.™ Some of these compensations were demonstrated in the final
succeasful attack aerqai the Elle,

(Seé Mpp C) A lateral mecadam road, just behind the crest of the
South bank, pen from $t. Jean-de-Savigny, at the Bast boundary of the
29th, to 8%, Clair-sur-1'Elle, beyond thes orossing the Germans were
defend ing in front #f the l?ﬁth, Betwoen these two villagea, at a
point where the CGouvains :uad crossed this litile lateral road, w;s'
a8 third village, a very small one, Le Menil. Masked by the crest and |
concealed by the bushy tree~tops, it was immediately bshind tuc
(48) Personal Knowledge.
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the forward blope the Germans had organized to defend the orossing.
There were two'uroalinga at St. Jeen, one leading from the 29%h
asotor and one from the Forest of Gerisy in the 24 Diviﬁion'a
sector. St. Jean wes also organized. The South bank between these
three redoubts was held by an OPLR, sxoeptionally strong between
f.le Menil and St, Clair. To the rear, at Gouvains, the enemy had a
ﬂmll-nrmed reserve which could strike along roads to St, Clair,

TRNAREEAYL ;0T St. Jean.(49) Couvains had 1ts own garrison, the whele
sttam 1nvdlv1ﬁg about a regiment, reinforced. Two roads led rear-
ward from Couvains, one to La Calvaire ( between Hill 192 end S%,
Lo, on the St.Lo*Bayeux roed), and one Southwest to join the rosd
which ran through the 175th Infantry's posiﬁiona, asross the Elle
past St, Clair and direotly into 8t, Lo.

(See Map B} The Germans‘aorosa the river from the 2d Division
were similarly organized, and both division ssctors were commanded
by the high ground of Hill 192.(50)

This elevation, rising above the rolling hedge-row country,
commanded the approaches to 8%, Lo, Itz vantage was an ndéitional
threat to the lst Division salient. Tts capture was a necessary
preliminary to the capture of St. Lo. It finally fell on llAJuly,
exactly a week before the fall of St. Lo.(51) _.

" On 12 June the East Salient formed as already described. On
the 24 Division's right the 23rd Infantry was ordered to move through
the 38th Infaniry, cross the Elle and capture Hili 192.(52) In
the 20%h seotor the 175th Infantry was to hold-fast, while the
115th orossed the Elle end seized Couvains, (See 22, Map B) seouring
(49) The picture of the éeinan Couveins dereﬁ%e network is put
together from personal experience, conversations at Qouvains with
personnel of the 24 and 3rd Battalions,lléth, and the 3»d Battalion
115th, and source material referred to, and undisputed by my refer-

en¢e A~7, The same is true of the attacks of the 1l15th, also see
4-4, pp. 154-155; (B80)A-4,p.154; (51) See 4-6; (52) 4-4,p.153.
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the right flank of the 38rd end obtaining the vantage ground of
~the little center of macadam lanes and roads for a furthef‘attaok
on St. Lo itself.(53) -

The 23rd moved out on schedule, attacking South and West
across the river with firsfi two, and later with thres, baftalions.
(See 22, Map B) Early gains were lost when the ghost of the defend-
1ng 3524 Gemman Biviuian was'supportaé with small, ocompact groups
of German paratroopers who threw the 23rd baek to its line above
the Ells by ¢lose-in rire—fighting,amoﬁg the hedge~rows, and with
expertly adjusted spot concentrations of artillery.(54)

|  PAILURE OF THE 115TH.,
(See Map G} To the West the 115th Infantry fared worse. The

24 Battalion of this regiment was in reserve, attempting to absorb
unto 1ts¢lr the hundred-odd replacements assigned after the dis~
astrous meeting engagement referred %o earlier. The lst Battalieﬁ
was ordered to attack across the river on the unvains road, seize
St. Clair and dsvelop to the South. The 3rd Battalion was to cross
between Le Menil eand St. Jean and seize'Cduvhins.(54al

" The Le Menil strongpoint was on the forward slope commanding
the river. As 1% was viewéd from the North the slope appeared to
be completely overgrown, 1t was compartmented with the thick eartheR .
walls of the hedges, from four‘to six feet high, each sprouting &
natural chevaux-éa-rriét; These growths and the spresding tops of
the trees sellinged the slope. The slope, except for the overgrown
river bank was clear and grassy 1in hedged~r1elds. In theas fields
isolated shrub growths furnished close conocealment for positions,
such isolated growths being impossible to discern through the bushy \\\
tops of the trees. The Germans could see through their own concealw
ment perfectly to observe the American forward slope, The Germens
were dug in behind the loopholed hedgerows witﬁ mortars, machine~
guns, very 1ight howitzers end snti-tank guns.(S5)

(53) A~4, p.154; (54} A-4, 155} (54;) A~4, p.154; (55} Parsonal
Knowledge.
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The little stone bridge this positioﬂ commanded had not been
dlown, nor mined, nor did it appear subsequently to be wired. This
indicates the Germens built up here after a hasty witﬁ‘grawal and
after the Americans alresdy had the bridge covered with fire.(56)

At 0500 on 12 June. the lst Battalion, 115th, moved to %he
ettack here, but 1t hardly cleared the hadgerows‘or its LD before
automatioc, mortar and shellfire forced it'back and pinned it in its
positione, To the left the 3rd Battalion moved out at the seme time,
coming under heavy artillery fire and failing in the initial attemph
$o eross in spite of the suppors of four batlalions (plus) of
artillery snd its mortars, After probing along ths river, this
battalion burst across through the outpost line West of St. Jeen,
and adveaneed into the hedgerows in the direction of Couvalns. 4 '
Cerman oolumn, the moblle reservea, oame up to meet it, and support-
ed by mortars and SP guns, moved in on the flanks and begen cutting
the battalion to pieses, Threatened with isoletion and disorganized
the battalion fell apart. In the early afterncon K and I Companies |
broke away from the fight and streamed back North of the river. The
rest of the Battalion flltersd back in Qriblsts and confused little
grcupa‘tpr the remainder of the day, The successful oscape_or most
of the unit {even though losses had been ssvers) in suoch & complete
rout does not indicate %too strong an enemy'rorei 1ﬁ the counter-

attaok.,

w c M"WW\M L"-’L"'J
4%t noon Divisidy, wishing to regain the momentum of the attack

reinforoed the la%: Battalion with ho platoons of the 747%h Tank
Battalion, end another effort te force the little stone bridge was
made, with the support of what apprax;mafeﬁ five battalions of
artillery. '

This attempt was abortive. The tanks moved out first and wers

CTRATECToRY

stopped by flat-fieing/guus from concealed positions on the German's
forward slope. A tank which was atill burning on the bridge at
twilight marked the limit of this advanse and effootively blooked

(56) A=7,
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the orossing for vehicles. Three tanks had been lost attempt~
ing to foroe this defile and the infantry herdly stirred forward
before it was driven back.

In the late afternoon elements of the 3rd Battelion were
collecting themselves Norih of the river on the left, The lst
Battalion sguatted astride the Couvains road, the 747th Tenks
wisely considered any further effort to force a fire-covered
bridge with armor to be useless, and the 24 Battaiion rested in

reserve.

THE COMMTTMENT OF THE 116TH JNFANTRY.
Omaha Beaschhead devotes two double-eolumned pages to un-

suecessful efforts to lodge & foree South of the Elle and to the
‘qrxszalizatien of the Gernanﬁonevday_"nlla River Line". It devotesz
two sentences to the suceessful effort, ﬁLlerted-at 18630 the

118th Infentry took over the attack in the evening. A% 2200 i%
had two' battaliuna asross the Elle, and the Srd Battalion of the
115th {nuw attaohed to the 116th) haé reorossed the river."(57)

In a stady of,sueh so0pe that is very likely all the space the
operation merited.

The auccessful incision of this Garnan position with abbut
thirty men, the follow-up with a complete regimnnt {reinforced),
and the subsequent dissoclution of the German dafenﬁpa North of
St. Lo to a depth of several miles was accomplished with such
ease that fighting qualities were not severely taxsd. (58) It
is alzo true that & rasimynt@l conmander, exeroising rigid.con-
trol of his subordinste units,'madn a break-through and accomp~
lished & minor expleitation that cut the distanee to 5t, lLe im
half between supper and lunoh. It was to take more than a monih
%o oross the intervening three miles and enter the city.{59)

(57) A-4, p.155; (58) Personal Opiniom; (59) A=6, p.115.
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Addisionally, this brief operstion was oconduoted in the face of
the reinforoed, reorgenized BXXXX1Vth Corps fighting with the
superb soldiers who were to turn every hedgerow South of Couvains
and the slopes of Eill 192 into a bloody shambles.(80)

It was neither diffieult nor costly. In the operation B
Company, 1léth, lost one man killed, two men wounded and one offieer
wounded, (81) ‘

The operation aquires a certaln significance, however, whem
one considers the previous unsuecessful effort, the fact that the
Germens reported the figiting as "bitter®, the signal local defeat
of the freshly cummittid German reserves, the tactical gain of so
quickly seouring the ground and the road network from ihieh the final
slow drive on St, Lo was developed, the flanking threat to the Ger—
mans faeing the 24 Division, and the denial of ivdn oane night of
grace for the hard-pressed enenmy.

To glance at the Norman history of the 1l6th, it had olsared
‘the right half of Omsha Beach on a two-battalion front, the lst
and 24 Battalions, the landing teams, suffering heavily. The lst-
lost four company commanders killed amd one ueﬁndea, ard half tne
battalion staff killoé. Three company executive officers were
casualties. A Company, the evening of D Day, comsisted of one sec-
ond lieuntenant and seven men; B Company of one seeond lieutenant
and less than forty men (subsequently reinforeed with ome second
lieutenant from the rear party and oms ssaohd liaatenant from
battalion headquarters); ¢ Company, whioch had battered over the
bsaoh, up the bdlmff and into Vierville-sur~Mer with fewest losses,
had two lieutenants and about seventy percent of 1ts men; D Compemy
oonsisted of a mortar sedtion, a machine gun section and two sseon&‘
lieutenants.(62)

lhila.tha other two regimenta of the 29th eéxploited the dreak=-
through of the beach-line with the conepleuocus and easy sgptures of
La Cambe and Isigny with their invulnerable thousandé, the llﬁth was

(60) Personal Knowledge; (86l) Personsl Enowledge; (62) Gaﬁ j:@nnpany
tean, resoued rram.a sinking eraft, ocsme in a week late.ﬂlwv
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. assigned the dull, messy job of cleaning out the gonorete
hedgehogs and orgenized perimeters along the coast and the
East bank of the Vire asstuary. Es¢ept for the marauding rem-
nsnts of the 3524 ocut off in this area, to whom the tiny 1st
Battalion seemed an irresistidle magnet, these sirongpoints
contained ihe only Germans North of the Aure who were standing
their ground.(63) |

Working with the 2& amd 5th Rangers; the 116th relieved
the Ranger detachment which had landed at Peint du Hoe (this
relief nearly develapad into & traglec fiasco), reduced Grand-
camps les Bains on the coast, and hedgehogs commanding the
mouth of the Vire North of Isigny, in the area of Maisy end
Gerosse Fontenay. During this time B Company was alleogted a
fow fear,party men, and A Company was patoched into a raoognizable
unit with a few headquarters porsonnel,‘anti-tank gunners whuge
guns had been blown up on the beach, rear party personnel and
a few men from C Gompany;{ﬁi) _

On 11 June the regiment moved acress the Aure in Division
ressrve and bivauaced‘in the hills, On 12th June, ecantesns
splashing with cider, the 116th marched down ocut of ihe hills

- and assembled during the late afternoon in an area around
Bpernay Tesson, near a lateral highway North of the Elle and
ad jacent to the North-South axis of the Couvains road, (65)

At 1630 Col. Charles D, Canhem (now Brigadier General),
regimental commander, was given his warning order to prepare
t0 take over the attack, with slightly less than six hours of
the long épring daylight left, Shortly after 1700 ﬁis battalion
commanders were passing on his briefing on the sitvation. Infor-
‘mation received from Division still referred vaguely to &
battalion of the 115th holding a_hedgarowﬁllamé\South of the river]
(83) A-4, 1p.130; (64) 65) Personal Enowledge.
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Thia information was correeted prior to tha_attﬁek. Intelligence
was that the 115th was holding the North bank of the Elle, sné
the Germans, well organizdd, were entrenched on the South bank.
The 116%th would move out in column of battalions South from
Epernay Tesson on the Couvains road, 24, lst and 3rd. The regi-~
ment would break through the river pos;tions_and attack on a
two battalion front, the 24 to seize 3t. Clair and the ist to
seize Couvains.(68) (See Map B)

Ls. Col, Metoslfe, commanding the lst Battalion, directed
his obmmnnd $0 move out in a colunﬁ of companies, €, B, A and
D; The aid station and ammunition supply point. would move in
vehielss at the rear of the battalion eolumn till the regimental
oolumn was formed at the ohurch in Epernay Tesson. Thereafter '
they would be in train at the rear of the regimental eclumm,
Redio silence. Initially Lt. Col. Metocalfe would be with C Com~
pany.(87) |

B Company anaembled in reediness. It consisted of two platoons,
each commanded by sn officer; a wsaponé section commsnded by a
sergeant; and a command group consisting of a first sergeeant, a
communication sergeant, a radio operator, a messenger aﬁd the
foompany commander, who wasa a sesond lleutenant, The lst plataoﬁ
‘consisted of fun aquads, of seven and six men, and the platoon
leadsr, Lt. Taylor, who was also éomﬁany executive; the 2d platoon
eonsisted of two squads of five and six men, and the platoon B
leader, Lt, Varadian. Each platoon had one BAR and several grenade
~ launchers. The weapons seetion consisted of & sestioﬁ leader, 3gt.
*Poad" Smith, a mortar gunner and assistant, a.racketear, and & °
machine gunner and assistant, Equipment was one bazoocka tith two
rounds (cne men loéé), a mortar tube, base plate and six rounds
(two man load}, a light machine-gun and two boxes of ammnnitian.
(two man load}. This left the section leader free to maintain a

(66) A-7. (67) Perasonal Knowledge.
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company straggler line, REach rifianan carried two to three
bandoliers of ammunition and several grenades, and each had
one san of C rationa, 8 canteen of oider, and eitra Tirst aid
packets and sulphur pills, Many carried & rifle grenade each
for the launchers.

The attack SOP was 1ls$ Platoon right, 2d lert, with the ls%
Sergeant maintalning the weapons section in the rear until 1t
was sent for or until the sergeant considered someons needed
unpinning. The "300" radio (the only radio in the company) was
%00 valuable to risk forward, and stayed with the 1lsi Sergeant,

The company commander, with his messenger, operated between
and slightly to the rear of the two platoons, in vooal contact
with the interior flanks. Loss of this contaet in the hedgerows
was costly and time-killing, but so diffioult to maintain un-
broken that a good messenger was vital. The cecompany messsnger
was resourceful, intelligent and illiterate. It was the respon-
sibility of the lst Sergeant to keep the company commander in
view. When the communiocation sergeant was not oceupied on & re-
. supply mission or in extending the lst Sergeant's observation |
Torward, he aiaistsﬂ'tha weapons sergeant as company guide.

This formaticon wes compact for the purposes of control in
the close hedgerow country, for the lmmediate availability of
sither platoon for the reiief of the other from sutomatic fire,
and so that the weapons could be breuéht to bear without en-~
dangering a lost'formation; In big fislds the platoons worked
inside opposing vertical hedgerows, with the wespons covering
the forward lateral hedgerow. In small fields the platoons
wodrked the outer hedgerows of adjoining fields while the weepons
waited where the intervening hedgerow joined'the rear lasteral
barrier. Experience had demonstrated penny gun fights on the

flanks should be avoided and the "bull through" technique used
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until the primary objeetive was beyond the last stretch of
open ground., This was to be aasaulted- after artillery, if
available. Local supporting weapons were to be employed only
in emergency, as they seldom found the invisible, earth-pro-
teatod, quick-moving enemy, and did draw quick shell and mor~
tar fire, Area artilléry was the rifleman's beat friend.
| This formation was also well adapted to pulling out of a
tight spot and looking for the soft flank, he hedgerows, like
any terrain deterrent, bad compensatiocns to halﬁnae-their dig~
advantages for the attacker. This formatlon was intended to
take advantege of these compensations, to work the "bull through®
(that cautious ignoring of the diverting light fire on the
flanks so prevalent in c¢lose country)}, to pull out of the trap,
to sense the mnin'foree of the enemy and c¢lose with him before
he could pull out ovér the next hedgerow and leave 1t all to
be done over again. |
Obviously this is a standard formation, and it is pescessary
only to emphasise the c¢lose visual and vocal contaet maintalned,
as would be natursl in any close éountry. But it is interesting
to note that in its first operation after 1% was brought up to
strength the e¢ompany operated on the wide open, platoon missidn :
pfinciple and was declmated and pinned down; the next day, back
to its two small platoons and weapons section formation, it
attacked and destroyed a company of Cerman paratroepersﬁ o
Also this formation is desoribed because the chemywas O
thrown into a frontal attack on an organized positior with no
time }or & company commander's o:ﬂer, and the company's ability |
to asgume the formation emidst the greatest oconfusion was an
essential element in the successful eroasing of the Elle,
It is not presented as a novelty. | | B
At approximately 1800 the battalion was ordered to move out,{68)
(68) A-7 |
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and take 1its piaee in the approach mareh, which it joined on
the lateral highway through Epernay Tesson, and turned South-
ward down the Couvains road toward the sustained noise of auto-
matio and sheu}rire. (See Map B)

Near the chureh in Epernay Tesson, B Company, and the lst
Battalion tb the best of my knowledsge, had its first SI;fffhe
scldier concerned was a squad-leader asting-sergeant. This man
had a steady unimaginative nature, had demonstrated superior
qualities, and had performed several individuval missions re-
quiring self relianee_énd eourage. The company eaﬁmander, as
soon as the man was helped off to the aid station, began con-
_duoting'enainvestigntion, more pour sncourager les autrzg'tham.uithr
any intention to fix guilt. The soldiers, in their eagernesa to
establish the inecident as an aeqiﬂant, worked themselves into
an emotional state of self righteousness and devotion to duty
with entﬁusiastic protestations and piatitudes, which might
support the Catholic tenet of the oft repeated prayer. This
did much to dispel the feeling of resentment at baéing hauled
out to jolin an attack oen a position thaf had repelled power-
ful férmations when the men knew they belonged to the most shot-
up batialion in the Division., However, in the opinion of the
company commander, this was outweighed by the loss of a valuable
man, But sinee about a third of the men hHaé&:slight wounds, the
inecident and the subsequent protestations may have served to
gstop a sudden rush on the aid station. ,

The roéd South was straight and of secondary blaok metal,
Concealment was excellent, with hushy-tdppedruoods on either
side, and an almost indistinguishable rise, culminating in the
orest of the Northern bank, preventing observation along most
of the road,

The regimentel column worked slowly along the road in %o the
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widely dispersed beaten zonés of numerous antqmatic weapons,
and into an area of sporadic and poorly placed mortar concent-
rations and shellfire,

At this time the regimental commander was forward in an OP
bd}'rgé;nandtag%fhﬁ river. He had seoured an additional artillery
allotment, which ﬁhcugﬁ 1t'd1d not increase much the previous
support assigned to cover the crosaing, did give him what.approxi-
meted six battalions of artillery. Under the cé*/rdination of
div-arty headquarters, this fire was being carefully messed and
ragi;tered¢ The regimentsl commander had determined on a surprise
concsntration followed 1mmad1ately by & small gisault foree to
seeurse lodgsment on the Southern Eank and fellow the coneentration
up the hill.(69) I say "concentration™ rather than rolling barrage,
for the artillery fire, when it came, did not roll up the hill.
Bathe;,it-came down repeatedly in one place, came down ageain
sliéhtly further up the hill, and so moved over the Southern crest.
During thJEfiring there were brief; but clearly defined breaks,

The 24 Battalion, 116th, was deployed left and right of the
road, and F Compeny was in positions commanding the bridge and
engaging the heavy automatic fire from the South bank.{(70} The
1st Battalion companiés'kn;w nothing of this at the time, and
realized only thet they were following the 24 in readiness to
support and develop an attack,

As the 2d Battalion deployed, the:lst moved forward into an
area well gg;;xgd with #® plunging fire, and where mortars main-
tained a fairly steady coverage. B Company moved off the road
inko the hedged orchards, maintaining contaot with ¢ snd A Com-
panies on the road. |

The word was passed along the column to hold up, and the
companies found cover in the hedges left of the.roaé and walted,

B Compeny in a field just North of a minor blaek-topped road
(69) A=7; (70) A=%i
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' perpandieular to the Couvains rocad, |

Heanwhile ¢ Company moved forward out of lmmediate contast,
4% sbout 2000 hrs a battalion messenger brought word to elnse
up with C Company, and Bakegr;mved out aeroas the little East~
West road. The men entered a series or'opan fields well covered
with plunging fire and besten with mortar and shell bursts.
They erossed this‘araa a%t the double with no casualtjes, and
eeilidod with the rear of ¢ Company where a tiny trail led inte
a narrow, shallow dra'-'alled in with high hedgerowa, One well-
plteea'mdrtar round would have done massaere in the draw, but
‘no one was disposed to remain in the opah area to the rear.

B Company crowded into the draw, whers C company had slready
oongested, and pushed their way through & gep into a fleld on
the left. Here the men sssembled, seeking cover from flat fire
by crouching behind hedgerows, The enmemy “interdictory” belt
Ias to the rear.

There waz a great deal eof euriosity among the men as to
whlt/ient with the situation, They sould see, in the field
immediately to their fromt, riflemen firing over the forward
hedgeréws. No one knew the draw went past one more rield amd

debouched abruptly onto the neked slope of the Noxrthern bank,

TEE LE MENIL ASSAULT (See Map C)

The company messenger was sent to repoft the position to

the battalion comsander, but the messenger returned and seid
Lt. Col. Metealfe was up in front of € Company talking to Col.
Cenham, B.Company cumnindar left the rield and found C Compeny
Commander in the draw and asked him if he knew what was going
to happen, and if the 24 Battalion was still going to conduct
the attmek. ¢ Company Commander said Ls. Col. Metsalfe wes for~
ward at the mouth of the draw, and had passed baok no orders

as yet,

XCp [ ilb WF 24




B Company Commander went forward to rind the battalion
commender and report the location of B Gampany,'and found
Lt. Col. mntcalre‘iith the regimental commander, whose arm
was 3t11l in a sling from a D Day wound, at the mouth of the
draw and looking acroas the river toward the wooded slope

;i%’hpting steadiiy with white tracer, Thgre was heavy American
small arms fire along the hedges left and right.

B Gbmpanf Commander, being joined %y his messenger, moved
forward to L%, Col. Metcalfe, who said, "Wait here a minute."

Col. Canham, with Kaj. Thomas D, Howie, his §-3,(71) was
studying the German positions intently, gnd-at this moment the
whole Southern edge of the river blew up in a solid sheet of
flame, I% enfiruly blotted out any indieation of hostile fire.
The awaited ooncentration had landed exsctly on thé waters edge
from a point West of thé bridge, plainly visible from the mouth
of the draw, to a point a c¢ouple of hundred yards to the Rast.
This fire was beautifully laid. There seemed a minimum of dis~-
persion., |

The fire eame down again, and Col. Canham csllsd out,"Tell
them to move out or they are going to loze that fire." _

There wes some shouting and movement in the fields sdjoin-
ing the draw, but no one adveanced down the slope. The men in
these positions had been engaging an sextremely active enemy,
and had been in touch with the 11l5th riflemen who had attempted
to move against the massed automatic fire of the enemy twiece
‘previously., There was a peried of shuffling matural in men who
wanted to see if the fire was actuslly silenosd,

Col. Canham turned to Lt.Col. Metcalfe and asked him if he
had a ecompany handy. The Bettalion commander ealled B Company
Commander, who had begun to move baek into the draw with his
messenger., |

{71) A-7. Major Howie'’s funeral in St. Lo won him feme as the
"Major of St. Lo."™ .
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Col. Canham stated, "They ean have those Krauts now, but
if they wait they're golng to gef killed.” He then asked B
Company Commander where his eompany was; and B depany was
pointed out., The eolonsl said, "Get them across the river and
follow that fire up the hill, Your battalion will follow you up.®

The company messenger was immediately sent back into the
draw, and Lt. Col. Metealfe pointed to.a spot directly opposite.

"Go straight asross and up. There is a village at the top.
I will see you there., Use your radio on thse objeotive." This
village was Le Menil, Lt. Col, Metcalfe recommendsd the company -
ford the river.

Since the men had retained the D Day horror of floundering
in water, the sempany commander asked permission to ¢ross the
bridge, and was warned not 1o let anyone %akse shelter behind
* the burning tank. Lt, Col, Metcalfe added the information that
there were no Americans left South of the river, |

Col. Canhar ordered B Company Gumﬁander to bring the company
on forward. The heavy wall of fire had moved slightly from the
water's edge, buy was atill burating at the foot of the slope,
‘The company commander found the men preparing 1o move into the
draw, where much of 4 camPany had packed in with ¢ Company,
ereating a denser aougéation. B Goﬁpany Commander returned to
the mouth of the draw, where several.men who had pushed ahéaﬂ
joined him, The others were shouldering through and the attempt
to maint#in a formatlion was vempletely defeated. |

Col, Canham again stated, "Get down that hill while the fire
is st1ll oh them or you will all gét killed. Get ﬁnving with
what you bave got and the rest will follow you."

A8 the company commander moved off down the hill he saw
Col. Canham pat a rifleman on the back and send him oft down

the narrow lttle path toward the bridge.
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B Qompany'nen thus burat out of the draw onto a naked for-
ward slope with no 1dea where they were, and found themselves
overlooking the river between the regimental commander and the
enemy, They saw the friendly artillery opposite and their first
impulse was to get behind its cover. The presence of the regi-
mental commander preecluded any idea of going back into tpa draw.

The oompany descended the slope in an obligue line of run-
ning men, crossed the bridge past the burning tank and burst into
the undergrowth to the left of the road, with no formation and
in the greatest confusion. Visibility and even movement were re-
dueed to a minimum, and now the S0P paid off, With mo immediate
direotions and no previous orders the men began to shout to each.
other and get themselves sorted out. There was tha greatest
anxiety among them that the fire would move uphthe hill before
they.eould get behind it and gein the maximum advantage of the
sledgehammer blows on the Germans dug in sbove them, \

During the course of fhe shoutiﬁg and aorting out, the men
began to work themselves into a state of high excitement., There
were a . few. rifle:shots; .Several atunnéd, miserable enapmy.in.%he
bottom of their holes had been killed. While the eompany coxmander
was locking for ithe eenter of the nebuloué.rarmation, seldom being
able to see more than one man at a time, the formation began to
take shape and move forward, with the men s%ill shouting to eash
other in ths undergrowih, There was no.firing_exoept rar-two or
three shots as the ﬁsn flushed Shall-torn targets in the under-
brush; _

The company moved into the first open field in a fairly
adequate line during a brief pause in the artillery. Most of the
men had fixed their bayonets. Thef ren across the field and waited
for the men coming oﬁt of the undergrowfh to join them, This was
extremely fortumate, as six battalions of guns split the fis3d in
front of them wide open., Tactics thereafter were obvious and nd

one needed direction. When the fire lifted from a field the men
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climbed over the rear hedgerow and crosséd at & ran. Then they
waited for the fire to lift from the next field., The hedgerows,
treasured by the defenders, were affording a‘great opportunity
to the atiackers to wring the last shred of advantage‘rrom the
overpowering artillery. In open ground they could not have, as
they later claimed, "11% their eigarettes from their own fire™,
The feeling of safety grew and the men began calling out as they
.ran across the fields, During'aauh erosaing they searched out
the positions in the isolated sorub patehes and along the hedge-
rows 0 bayonet and shoot the men inside. There were no wild
bursts of firing, and the only wasted rounds wére those pumped
into the bodies of men already dead.

The German positions wers scattered up the face of the slope,
but fairly numerous and sited to be mutually protective. In one
patch of growth the ocompany commander saw two mortars and oﬁe light
howitzer dug in., Two machine-gun positions covered these weapons,
Riflemen were pausing briefly to pump & couple of rounds into'éaeh 73
hole, and a.rifls grenede silenced the one machine~gun that showed
a :1urry of activity. The company commander was convinced that two=~
thirds of the Germans "killed™ on the slope were already dead, No
prisoners were taken, due partislly to the high state of excitement
of the Americans, but primarily due to the laok of time for the
stﬁnned Germans to take either positive or negative aetibn after
the fire lifted before the Amerlcans were on them, |

The men werse cheering generally as they leapt over the hedge~
rows and the eompaﬁy ooﬁmander realized from the calis that he
had several F Company msﬁ in the assauit. These, seeing men running
down th% slope toward the river and knoying E Company was supposed
to assaut, had joined the advance.

Following the red wall of artillery, the men pushed their
attack with the greatest spirit; excitement growing. They were en~ .

gaged in an operation a squad of Waocs c¢ould have conducted success=~
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fully (the shqll-rire'had covered théﬁ.acrosa the stream and
now all that was neosessary was to stay close behind it), but
the "assault idea", with which they had been so intensely in-
doetrinated for the Omahe operation, ccmpletely took possession
of them and they howled up the slope. -

The slope, which had been slightly aopeave,‘beeamg convex
toward the top, and the undergrowth beceme dense again. Like-
‘wise the Germen pesitions thinned out and disappeared, While
the company was making its way through this last belt of under-
growth the artillery suddenly lifted over the erest of the ridge.
In the ensuing hustle forward the 24 Platoon drifted tdo‘far 0
the left, and the lst Pletoon burst inte the kitchen gardens on
the orest and reached the hedgerows on the edge of the houses
of Le Menil, The artillery fire seemed to have lifted altogether,

The lanes between the amall group,of houses were instan-

- $aneously filled with scurrying Germans who disappeared as the
first rifle shots sounded. It 1s easy to overestimste the number
in such a situation, and there ocould not have been more than a
helfrdozen. These B Company Commandsr presumed to be the small
headquertera group for the enmmy positionms. The hostile rifle

" fire which came from the houses was extremely light apd ceased
with tha-disehafge by the Americans of several rifle grenades.
The company mesasenger was sent for the 2& Platoon, and the 1Is%
Platoon ﬁoved into the village, heaving hand-grenades into the
windows, This ﬁas a satﬁty preeaution, as no one beiiaved there
were any Germans left hers, but o one wished to waste time
checking, There was & frantic urge to get through the village
before enemy artillery canbentrated;aniit, and to foerm up along
the hedgerows beyond the town againast the expested .counter—.
attaock. |

It wes approximately 2100 when B Company reached Le Menil
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and after the shadowy dusk of the slope, along the orest of

the hill had seemed bright. A sudden overocast must have con-
tributed to the shortness of the twilight, for it was desp

duek when the lat Platoon reached the St. Jean-St, Clair road
where it crossed the Couvains road immédiately,hnyand the village.

Short range small arms fire began to build up from the hedge-
rows across the road intersection. The lat.Platoon returned thié
fire., The enemy fire built up with the quick burpings of machine-~
pistols while a few stragglers and.the 24 Platoon filtered into
the village and joined the line along the Northern Hedgerow.
There was a sort of island, hedged in, at the intersection; thus
the Americens and Germens were seperated by four hedgerows and
two narrov macedem lenes. The area of'tha,yillage,@as the most
likely target for enemy artillery, was g;ggigg, and ih a meomeht,
the messenger reported that the lst Sergeant hed moved forward
sné set up a%t the Northern edge of the wvillage.

The hedgerows at the cross-roads, as the hedges were_to'be
along the Couvains road for more then a mile to the South, wers
thick, grass—-covered earth walls with.no bushy growth. Thus rifle
grenades were either sdlling over the Gefmans’heads tavsxpléﬁé
harmlessly behind them, or splatiering against the face of the
thick earthen walls,

The snemy fire may have come from a small covering party,

' “been the last gesture of the "heedquarters group", or the begin=
nings of a eounter-attack, hut ohne of those fortunate acclidents
oeourred whioh can make a limlited success complete. It also mads
unnecessary the effort to zero in on an ememy beyond a 20-yard
ho-man'a land with six rounds of 60mm, mortar, or a last assault.

The Ameriean artillery, whieh had appeared to be lifted al-
together, came down with the full venom of its meore than seventy

guns precisely behind the enemy firing line, That did it. The
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explosion knoeked SBVeral_Lmsricana down, but miraculoualy
no one uaa-woundad. The fire-fight was abruptly terminated.

‘B Company Commander was preparing to move into position to
cover the oress roads, and haé sent for the lst Sergeant and the
radio when an American soldier burst out of thé village, and be-
gndrdering the men to move out toward St. Clair. He stated he
had orders from Lt. Col. Bingham (ocommanding the 24 Battalion,
ll6th). He identiried himaﬁlr as Sgt. Morgan, and was extiremsly
exoitéd and hypnotized by his own deveotion to duty. It was with
diffioculty that he was persuaded that most of ﬁhe men veré from
the lst Battalion. He gathered the three or four F Company men
togefher and set out through the dusk down the road to St. Clair.
No one ever found out what happened to them.(78)

In the gathering darknesa B Company moved intc an orchard
in the Southeast elbow of the cross—-roads. The ist Sergeant,
after checking for easualties,Areported two, one believed dead
and one believed wounded. He reported more hand and rifle-
gronades were heedeé, but that every one had plenty of rifle
ammunition. _

Lts. Taylor and Varadian fanned out in a 90 degree arec in
the orchard, eabh covering a road with a BAR, Sgt. "Toed™ Smith
sited his machine-gun on the interter platoon flanks, covering
the hedgerows beyond the'orohérd, and his morter in the corner
of the hedgerows at the cross-roaés. The rooketeer remained here
on general oall, and the CP was set up under an apple tree. The
comeunieation sergeant and fad;o operator finally hroke into the
net with emergenoy e¢alls, and B.Company Commander reﬁerteé to
Lt. Col. Metoalfe that he was on the objective, Lt. Col. Metoalfe
aoknowlﬁdgpd the message and aigned off. As ithe feeling of iscla-
tion grew in the orchard B Company Commender tried to reach the
battalion ocommander again, but the communieations sargeaht reportéd
L%, Col, Metoalfe was not #t nis redio.

(72) A-7; also.2d4 Baﬁtalian,errieers questioned over s period of
years, : | 31



HIGHT EIPLOIfATIOH (See Map C)

Some time later (1t must have been within the half hour;
but seemed mnra] F Company, in column of deuces with no point,
marched up the road from the bridge, and forced B Company
Commander to come in with his hands dp wheh he called to them
from the oross-roads., This company agreed to outpost the far
edge of the enormous orchard, and cover the St. Jean read, which
left B Company free to straddle the Couvains road. The lst
Plﬁtoon, on the right, was fired on by a ocouple of riflemen and
a8 mechine-pistol, but this was wild fire in the derkness.

In less than an hour ¥ Company received word to move out
and join the 2a Battalion at the road ?island", scene of the last
firaright, on the road to St. Clair,(73) and once again B Company
was left alons at the crossroads. There was a little sporadie
German fire from the right front, but the Americans did not reply. .
To have done so would have been to waste ammunition end zers
themselves in,

B Compeny Commender called Battalion again end expressed an
urgent desire for ocompeny, Lt. Col, Metealfe finally esme to
the radic with the information that he was being briefed by Col.
Canham and would be aeross the river shortly. He stated he would
bring more grenades, |

Exeept for the fesling of military loneliness, morale was
high in B Company. The men feca proud of their ceonduct under
the eyez of the regimental commander, and Enﬁw thay had gartied
a position on the spur of the moment that had earlier blocked
over & thousand men with ten tanks ahd nearly as much artillery
as they had. They raalized the artlillery was not "spur of the
moment®”, but were vain of their olose use of it. When B Compsny
Commander talked with men of the company in hospital later it
(73) A~7. ‘
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was of this day they spoke rather than the (mahe assault.

At about 2230 or 2300 (74) ﬁt.-col, Metocalfe arrived with
the rest of the battalion, and it assembled in the orchard,
outposting for security. Manually ocarried grenades were broken
down to Lta, Varadien and Taylor, and confirmation of one dead
and one wounded, both attended by battalien medies, was received,
as well as the news that no vehicles could cross the bridge until
it was "de-tanked".

Lt, Col. Metoalfe brtefed his company commanders in a house
in Le Menil, The 24 Battalion would eattack St. Clalr, and the
lst Couvains,(75) The 3rd Battalion would oscupy Le Menil and
cover the rear and left. The lst Béttalion‘mould move out in
column of companies down the Couvains roed, C,®; A and D. C
would soout either side of the road from the point. The aid.
station and ammunition supply point wers in vehieles-HOrth of
~the river, bui would join fhe advance when the bridge iaa cleardd.
Radio silence. The battalion commander would be with 4 Company. |
Axis, the Couveins road.

The battalion moved out abouf midnight. As had been stated,
the hedgerows in this immediate area were clear of growth, and
the.fields on elther side of the road were open. The sky had
cleared, but there was no moon. In the distance there was &
flak-luftwaffe fight over Omahe and & burning pleane went down
several_milés away. Locally the only sound was the shuffie of
éiber on macadam. No one spoke, smoked or ratiled equipment,

No one wanted to. The battalion moved easily and rapidly for
approximately two miles until it moied into an afea where onece
agaln the crests of the hedgerows were thick with bushy growths
and the fields were full of orchards, scrubby copaes and clumps
of trees appearing very dense in the darkness. C Company begaﬁ

(74) A-7; (75) A-7, "The 2d Eattalion ceptured half of St. Clair
at 0030.,"
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to feel the strain of working in the tension of the unknown
and its personnel became jumpy. The progress slowed and the
1nterval between B and C Companies lessened,

The battalion had barely probed into this grown-up area
when there was a frantic burst of white traeer on the right,

a wild moment of firing and the sound of seuffling in the dark
fislds, Then there was firing on the left of the road, B Company
"perimitered™ in an oval between the hedgerows lining the road,
and A Company did the same behind the&. Personnel from C Qompany
began to filter back into B :@ompemy, but were met by Lt. Col.
Metoalfe who sent them back, and went forward himself to check
on the trouble.

While C Company Commander began to straighten out the con-
fusion on the right, fire begam to build up aloﬁg the left flank
of the column, unaimed and wild, and appeéring t0 originate with
a few Germans rapidly ehanging positions. The main confusion |
8till seemed to be right and forward. Tha left flank point,
after a few moments of ducking up and down the opposite side
of the same hedgerow the Germans were using, wers brought under
control. They drew in to form a scfeen on ¢ Company's left flank
and returned the harmassing fire,

On the right a man broks away from the thréshing in the under-
growth and ran along the hedgerow. He was so closely pursued that
Sgt. Smith, who was covering him withAthe machine-gun, could not
fire. As the man ran he tosged grenades over the hedgerow on the
road. These must have been the tiny, tin-covered concussion gre-
nades, for they exploded with a blue spark and inflicted no easual-
ties as they‘burst on the macadam. Two C Company men returned
along the hedgerow in a moment and reported they had killed the
German. This unknown grenadier was the only casualty in the Tight,

except, of course, for™lhe unknown number of dead and wounded the
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Germans carried with them as they withdrew"”,

_ Within a few moments ¢ Company Commander had his right
' organized and the hosti;e firing diminished to oceccasional '
rounds fired to the left and right front. Lt.‘éol. Metoalfe
gathered his company commanders end asked for recommendations.,
These agreed with Captain Floras, the s-3, that to proceed
further was to invite disaster; for the Germans could tie up
the battalion with a handful and have 1t exhausted by dawn,
Everyone was aware they'tere in the area where the 3rd Battalion,
115th Infantry, had been out up a few hours before, and all
wished to be in a state of readiness tec meet any emergency at
daylight.

The eommanding officer agreed and sent A Company to re-
connoitre the last large open fiseld to the right rear, fronting
an enormous house, which developed to be not a chateag, but a
Norman farm tenement of numerous two-storied apartments. The
area was outposted,.to inelude an orchard on the sdge of the
open zZone with the objeot of denying the Germans close cbaser-
vation at dawn, and the battalion settlsd down in the house
for the night. A wiring party from the Hegiment brought wire
fbrward and provided telephone communication, and Maj. Dallas,
the battalion executive, fought the batile single-handed till
daybreak, reconciling Regiment with the battalion's inaciivity
and plan to capture Couvains at dawn.(76)

Later a platoon of four tanks was sent forward over the
now eleared bridge to join the battalion and supplemented the
perimeter about the house.

Just prior to daybreak B Company personnel eaught a German
parﬁtrooper in the house eé%ﬁanging his camouflage smock for
civiliasn clothed. It was presuméd that if he had gotten into
our corden he oould have gotten out, and that he must have been

(76) A-7, "Battalion was directed to hold what they had and
resume attaak at daylight."
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saught when the battaiion invested the house. His capture
served to restore the ﬁope that the Germans had not deter-
mined the exact loocation or size of the force. When lijght
revealed the effectiveness of the orchard sereen included

in the battalion's outposts, optimiasm grew.

CAPTURE OF COUVAINS {See Map C)
At dawn the battalion moved out in the formation of the

night before with the tanks following the point., They were
spaced along the column into B Company. The battalion commender
was forward with ¢ Company.

C Compsny swooped down on the same cutpest it had fought
the night before and scooped up several Germans., The advance
guard continued down the road rapidly, working with great effec—
tiveness, A quick-dodging point on the road drew sﬁiper fire
from the isolated little farm-houses on the road (loved by all
outposts), which ware qniekly 1nvested by fiank patrols. The
point moved on as a tank was whistled up with supporting rirfle-
men, This time-saving, intelligenee-saving manoaurfﬁ-was employed
three times in the quick passage of about three guarters of a
mile. Some Cermans undoubtedly got back to Couvains, but from
subseguent developments these could not have earried any accurate
word of the foree down the road.

The topé of the stone houses 6# Couvains loomsd above the
hedgerows several hundred yards away when C Company ran into a
fairly sustained rifle fire. The tanks moved forward between the
hedgerows arterializing theirAmovamgnt, and started 1nto the
straightaway leading into the village, with C Company riflemen
behind them,

They were moving into an-;xcellént‘alley, but poor fire

disceipline saved them., German anti~-tank gunners firedltoo soon

A m-:i,_i‘-"e? k.
H; "’i ek
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and inaceurately, and the tanks backed un.gﬁggé&igz the adven-
ture of the Elle bridge. Flat trajectory shells and mortars
begen breaeking along the road, and the baitalion commandsr re-
quested the tanks to knock the observers out of the upstairs
windows of Couvainas, |

The tanks moved into a narrow lane perpendicular to the
road and, in hull defilsde, opened up on the windows and houaé-
| tops with ceoncrete piercing rounds while C Gampany deployed
righ%\gnd B Compsny left, sheltering from the hostile burstis
_égainst.the hedgerows and in roadside ditches. The shell and
mortar fire continued, but was poorly adjusted and the frag-
mentation effect of the shells was poor. A German firing line
began to build up in front ¢f the town on the left (East) of
the road. The town extended further North here, and ¢ Company,
moving Southward West of thé road, reache% a.junction where
a road went Northwest to 8%. Clair before commgnded the North-
west apprcoach to the large village.

Meanwhile the battalion train, consisting of two jeeps and
trailers carrying the battalion aid station and ammunition
suppiy, joinqd the téil of the column. With them was a forward
ohser#ar from Cannon Company, authorized to employ both guns
the company had managed to get ashore on D Day,(77) and these
were brought to bear on the village. Both battalion 8l mm. mortars
Joined the fight., It .1s possible the enemy mistook the\concen-
tration for registration fire; and wished to avoid the mis-
fortune of the evening previous, They did not distinguish them-
selves by their subsequent econduat.

4t this moment the decision to attack was precipitated by
the arrival of the regimantal-commander{ who dismounted from
theJesp that had brought him from wl$nessing the oapture of
S%. Clair by the 234 Battalion.(78) Lt. Col. Metoalfs ordered
{77) A-7; (718) A-7.
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a two-company attaok on either side of the road, B left and C
right, the companies to prooceed parallel through the village
and secure its Southern and Southwestern boundaries. A4 Company
was directed to decure the St, Jean and St. Clair roads leading
Northeast and Northwest from Couvains,

Both assaulting companies movéd out ilmmediately. Baker swung
in a wide are into the hedgsd orchards just North of the.st. Jean
road, and cut back onto the flank of the German firing line on
the Northern edge of town. In passage they were fired on by shipers
on the left (presumably the St, Jean road outpost), but "bulled
through®™, running low agsinat the hedgerows nearsel the snipers
‘until these were bypassed.

Enemy personnei'on the edge of Couvains scattered into the
hogses at the first shot, and as the platoons movaﬂ forward
they were engaged with fire, took cover and began beating up
windows with rifle grenades, Vehlclez could be heard moving
out to the South and B Company began to organize teams %o rush
and clear houses. This was not necessary, as there was a burst
of firing from the right, and the fire from the front ceased
suddenly. ¢ Compeny had crossed the St. Cleir road, fallowed
hedgerows into a deep draw on the Northwestern edge of the rbad*
center, and followed the draw into town, nearly capturing the
anti-tank guns. B Company immediately moved forward to joim C,

f;oattering hand-grenades into the houses gensrously as a pre- |
cautionary measure. 4 coupls of Germans were killed and a couple
captured, but when B and G Company Cormanders met at the‘Southern
edge of the village the farward riflemen were firing at Germans
sourrying to cover across the fields. € Company Commander shot
at a German who fell at the feet of B Company Commander. This
"dead man", when revived by a rifleman, proved to be an 1ntall-_
igent, well equipped, neatly dressed soldler 1n_exceilent phy-

sical oondition.




He gave the impression of being a elerk from a superior line-
unit, and was indentified as 3524 Division. This bit of infor-
metion garnered from this man before he shut up helped to fur-
nish the German pieture in this operation, although his vitality
spoiled the‘day for € Cbmpany Commander.

C Company Commander stated he was going %o organize between
the St. Jean road the La Calvaire roasd. B Company moved &around
the edge of Couvains to secure the area between the lLa Calvaire
road and a minor macadam roasd sngling Southwest through the hedge-
rows and copses, a bitter battleground within a week, %o the 3%,
Lo-8t, Clalr road.

The company inmadiﬁtely came under intense mortar fire, but
sheltered in ditehes along the hedgerows with only one casualtf.
B Company Commender sent Lt. Taylor back through Couvains to find
Ceggain Flora, the 8-3, and find out what disposition the battalion
commender wished ito make, This officer was no sooner gone than
the Germans unloaded on Couvains.(79} The village was already
¢leared, and the only casualiy was Lt. Taylor, who managed to
erawl out of the boiling town apd find the aid station-CP North
of town. | .

Declding Lt. Taylor was dead, B Compaﬁy Commander took ad-
"vantage of a lull in the mortar fire to redispose the company ,
more faVorably. This was accomplished by passing directions as
to exact positions among the men prior to a coneerfed move whiéh
was made at the doﬁble,‘including the.avacuétion of the wounded
men. The movemsnt brought down the mortar barrage sgain, but the
men squirmed to covered positions melong the reverse side of hedge-
rows and no one was hit, |
(79) A-?; "The Krauts unloaded plenty. They tracked Howie and me

down the road, both on foot. Only damage done; one chunk of
shrapnel through my jacket™,
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B Company Commander left the company under cover with Lt.
Varadian, and went with his messenger to find Lt. Col. Metcalfe
or Captain Flora. Skirting the town, which was intensely bom-
bar@ed with bilg stuff for more than an hour, he_found the bat~
talion CP, where Lt, Taylor was reeliving plasma and wherenthe
wonnded soldier was shortly brought in., Couvains had cost B
Company only two wounded, but it was hard to lose L%. Taylor,
which left exaetly one rifle platoon leader in the battalion
who had orossed the beach with the outfit.

Lt, Col, Metocalfe directed a perimeter, with C and 4 @om~
panies to hold what they had, B Company was to pull in and tie
_with C Company on the edge of town and with A Company on the
St. Clair road. |

B.Gompany Commander returned to the company, which was
having a rest from the mortar fire, and moved 1% behind the
" hedgerows back into its assigned area. While thess dispositions
were being made B Company resovered several wounded 3rd Battalion,

115th Infantry, personnel, left on the field_the day before,
in a dessrted enemy aid station. _

" The Germans continue to harass the whols area with mortér,
hawitzer'and flat fire. Within the hour a great deal of flat
trajectory 88 mm. fire was landing about the roadcenter. Enemy
patrols small, but aggressive, began probing around the battalion
and_thraa Germens were killed in A Gompany ares.

The Battalion Commander directed Lt. Varadian to take a patrol
to the Southwest, the apparent growing-eenter of German strength,
an@ his patrol was fired on by sutomatic weapons when it reached
a point just beyond the limit of B Company’s initial sdvance.

Later in the afternoon the 3rd Battalion of the 115th, now
attaoched to the-lleth and once again across the river, was dis-~

posed betiween the 24 Battalion's positions around St. Clair and
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and the 1st Battalion's at Couvains, faeing Southwest along the
St. Clair-Couvains road. Though shaky, 't_his bartalion did ite

job and theré was no more infiltration on the lst Battalion's
right flank, Later the 3rd Battalionm, lléth; moved through
Couvains and outposted immediately facing the Germans to the
Southwest, Some time later the 115th took over St. Clair and-its
own 3rd Battalion, The 24 Battalion: 116tk, was moved due South

to outpost aiong the Le Calvalre road. Lieson was established with
the 24 American Division via the St. Jean de Savigny road.(80)

The Couveins selieat was established.

It 18 little more than three miles from the edgé of Couvaina
to the outskirts of St. Lo. It is the same distance from the
positions North of the Elle to Couveins, The 116th Infantry,
attacking the evening of 12 June, captured Couvains.hdrore noon
of 13 June. St. Lo was to fall on 1B July,

Two attacks pronged from Couvains within the week, both;nade
by the 1lst Battalion. One, through the 3rd Battalion linea, paid
heavily in casualties for lodgement on the St. Lo~St, Clair road.
The 3rd Battalion took over these positions, delivering them in
turn to the 1l1l5%h, who héd hardly advanced them armonth later
when the 29th's Task Force C, orgenized near Couvains, slipped
down the Southwest road, through thqse positions and into the oity
against "sniper opposition".(81} The sgcond attack wﬁs due South
from Couveins from ths 24 Battglion'a lines. A surprise apsault
a$ high noon and é vieious fight with German paratroopers, leaving
most of them dead, won thus a poﬁitien commanding the forward slope
of Hill 198 from the West,(88) Nearly four weeks later the 118tk
drove South to out out the Bayeux road and isolate Hill 192, whieh
fell to the 2d Division the next day. The 116th then swung West to
lodge itself in the uuburbs of S8t, Lo, which wes evacuated when da}s
of counter-atiack failed and a =mupply route was re-established by
the 116th itself through enscirecling enenmy.(83) |
(80) A=7; (81,88) A-6, PP.107-117; (88) Personal Knowledge.
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ANALYSIS AND CRITIGISMS

~ Attack of the 115th: This attaek, initiated on sound,

orthodox lines, with ample artillery support properly distriduted
among‘the forward elements, and utilizing well-trained troops,
rapidly degenerated into an exzgmple of the wrong way to do
everything. The fallure seems chiefly ocharacterized by poor
co-ordination, poor control and poor judgement.

After the lst Battalion's failure to cross in the initial
effort at Le Menil there was no immediate attempt to flank and
envelop this redoubt and no ettempt to neuitralize it for an
asgsault by massing srtillery. However, let us grant this failure
as legitimate.

The 3rd Battalion, after the firat.railure, found.a weak
spot and succesded in orossing she river., This sucoess, isclated,
unsupported and undirecbed, was allowed to continue its hedgerow
Little Big Horn while the 1st continued $¢ ram its head against
8 stone wall.

While the reserve remained unesommitted, the success was ocut
off and disintegrated Ihiie the atélemataﬂ 1st Battalion employed
tanks in a frontal attack moross a fire-covered defile., A child
would have sited anti-tank guns to cover this bridgg, A grown man
might have anticipated such # disposition in a defahﬁe‘that had
shown 1tself well equipped and strong. Granting that infantrymen
could not advence with success against the effective fire of massed
machine~guns, mortars aﬁd light howitzers supported with artillery,
and that no shoek forece can advense nith succesas against weapons
capable of immadiatelk neutralizing 1t, there seems to have besn
no effort to find another way to reduee Le Menil. An ample artillery
suppory was thrown around profligately, 1ts strength dispersed

] : . .
in uncokprdinated efforts throughout the day.
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Throughout the day the reserve was not employed. If the
replacements cancelled the 24 Battalion as & fighting force,
thay should not have been permitted to join in., However, this
cannot bs aceepted as a lagitimaté excuse during a period of _
suoh dire necessity. Hof can the destructive engagement of the
night 10-11 June excuse the failure to commit this battalion.
Undex new regimental oommand the Srﬂ Battelion, 115th. was
fighting effectively on 13 June in épits of what happened to
1t on the 12th, Likewise, four battalions of the 16th and llé6th
Infantries had left their best blood on Omaha Beach and con-
tinued fighting without a break. The lst Battalion, 116%h, had
~fought last at Gefosae Fontenay, failed miserably, crossed the
dure with its 20% strength and breechsd the Elle and eaptured
Couvains, There is no'exeusa for the failure to commit sffectively
the 24 Battalion, 115th, ;nf’”Fﬁ

To sum up, the lat Battalionqshowad no initiativo and poor
judgement (Battalion's fault) and committed tanks to be wasted
in a futile effort (Battalion's and Regiment's fault), and ndver
properly used supporting artillery (Bettalion's and Regiment's
fault), ‘ ij

The 3rd Battalionacressed s tank barrier and proceeded blindly
(Regiment's fault) without proper support, failing to secure &
tank crossing (Regiment's Fault) and destrgy the foree. opposing
the rigyt flank (Begimsntfa fault). It disintegrated under aitack,
showing poor control (Battalion'a'faﬁlt), and retreated piecsmsﬁl
with no one seeming to know exaoctly what was happening (Battalion's
énd Regiment's faguls).

2 Q5N TNV
The reserveiremained uncommitted (Regiment's fauls),
I% 1s unfortunate that military medioerity, in the eircumstances

of preparing to fight and against light opposition, can offer an-
adequate job, meking its existence tolerable until the moment of
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the oritical test. Supsrior commanders should impose the most
rigid tests to discover the leaders who embody those gqualities
.thét have ensured the survival of the human rsoe, adaptability,
moral force and the‘ability to achieve concerted action.

The German defense: Initially there 1s little to criticize
in this eoconomical and effectiva defense of a river fordable by
Toot-troops and constituting a tank barrier. The bridge-crossings
were fortresses, wiih reserves waiting to strike any successful
crossing betwesn then,

The defensé seenms to have relaied,‘howevar, and been ecaught
off balance by the twilight affort of the 116th. In view of the
mass superlority of the surprise American artillery an@ the speed
of the follow up,'the lodgement aersss the river may be excused,

Poor judgement was shown in leaving Couvains unscovered and

throwing the reserve ﬁt 8%, Clair, already & desd pigeon. We may
excuse the ocommander for attempting to recsapture St., Clair, but
ws cannot excuse him for the failure %o resolutely patrol toward
Le Menil, after his autpésts reported movement on this road, to
. determine the exaot threat here. A good dawn patrol would have
- discovered a battalion with tanks, and the reserve could havse
saved Couvains, probably for days, by being recslled down the
road from St. Clair, |

It may have been necessary to employ non-uomhat-personnel
in garrisoning Couvains, but some one should have been placed
in command capable of organizing and carrying ocut a resolute defenfs,
and espable of properly employing the artillsery and hewsvy mortars

massed South of the road-center. The defense of Gogvains was not
good snough, Attacking troops were allowed to walk into town up |
2 draw. Othei attacking troops could have been mowed down by the

» gqbg;after they masked their own tanks. The artillery and
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moftars that made any rurtﬁer sxplolsation impossible could

have denied the approaéhea. Granting that second-¥ate troops.
will break and run from the muzzles of assaulting rifles, ifr

the forees in Couvains had been properly disposed and supporting
fire properly used the darke and cﬁoks there could have been
saved the emotional shock of meeting assault troops muzzle to
muzzle.,

Onee.the reserve ias pulled in from St. Clair it wasied time
padrolling before it struck. Then it was too late. The seizure
was organized snd reinforeced. The night of 13 June the hedg#a
beyond Couvaing were full of fallsnharmjaguarﬁ, panzergrenadiers,
tgnks, machine-guns and moriars. There seems to be no excuse for
the fallure of the reserve to strike at céuvains as soon a8 it was
in position. LXXXIVth Corps must have known 1% had those troops
to commit here. I hate to think how easily Couvains ocould have
heen récaptﬁred, since Division had taken our artillery, and our
tanks had evaporated, and the artillery and mortar fira had pre-~
vonted any lmmediate b}eak-down of resérve apmunition.

The attack of the ll6th: I consider this attack a minjature

‘masterplece in penetration, double development and exploitation,
Which won a success of more then miniature significance,

Committed on thé spur of the moment with little time to work
prior to darkness, the regimental commaender made his estimate
and deeiaion, launched his attack and controlled and co-ordinated
it perfeetly, and organized his_gains to.stiek.

With insufficient time to develop an envelopment at Le Menil,
he took mnxiﬁnm edvantage of the eapabilitigs of his support,
massing the flexible artillery and rollowihg it up with a beauti-
fully timed assault. Though the prepared assauli failed tq
materialige, he was on hand to reotify this fallure immediately
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and force the assault through. The immedliate follow up displays
masterful control and oo-brdination. The resultant suocess and
Crganization_or this sﬁccess seems t0 me t0 leave little to be
desired. His advance battalions were reimforceéd with sanks, and
he himself was on hand to foree his dave;Oping attack to its
logleal conclusion. |

Wiring parties wers seeking out battalions in the middle of
a hostile night, supporting'attachmsnta were coming forward to
join them, and he himself was on hand at the moment 9r critical
action to develop his plan to fit the changing circumstences of
the battlefield, ) ,

On 12 June, 1944, at the Elle River were the examples of the
right way and the wrong way to attéek with a regiment.

Later in the 504th Parachute Infentry I sew this maneouvre
repeated numerous times, the initial penetration elther passing
through positions conaidered impenatrabla or over ground considered
impassable, and the whole regiment pouring through the gep in
single file to fan out and develop the attack.

Spesd. Mobllity, Surprise, Co-ordination, Critical mass
superiority et the critieal péint. Flexibilty to develop. The
annihilation of the enemy. The troops who defended 8t. Lo were
not the seme men who defended the lower Elle River, with the‘&f
exception of the mobile Teserve and most of the clerieal gerrisén

of Couvains,. The iaat, with a few light footed exceptions, were

dead or prisoners,

LESSONS
The attack must be flexihlo, co~ordinated and controlled,
Sucocess may be 1salated and destroyed if 1t is unsupported.

T e 2 B W@Wﬂﬂmﬂ&%pwmm
A partial sneeess should be directed toward the completion

of the whole susosss,
"An attack across a barrier is not successful until a crossing

has been secured making svesilable all types of supportiing
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equipment.’
Shock actlon in a limited zone ageinst resolutely employed
fire cecapable of neutralizing it will fail,

All availsble reaouroces mnst be exhausied before failure
, " AN O T A o A i i g

is adﬁitted.

b ‘the eammitmnnt

The mnmsntum of the attack m%g_b;ﬁw;gﬁuvf
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of fresh troeps.

High trajaetory an the ablility ¥0 mass with instruments
enables artillﬁry to bring a surprise congehtration against an
alerted enemy. _ |

Critiecal mass superiority may be attained at a single point by
the attacker against an overall superior enemy to foree a pene~
tration. |

Mass superiority is net always measured in numbers of men,
but may be attainéd in units of fire.

frapmee-. = L
shoek action.

Fire snpariority isAnot sueoessful until it is exploited with

3
skl et
et 5 ‘Fs\%t\_-,w

Successful shock ssiion with inferior numbers may be attalned
with fire superiority. |
Spsed and surprise are gqualities of suecessful shock action.

Tha bayonet is not yet ohsolete.

The poaition'of‘thé.ﬁaﬁuknEQE is whare he can best direoct
‘the sttack during the changing of circumstanees of battle, exercise
control and stimulate subordinate leaders and troops.
The penetration must be developed to ensure its permenent
suococeas,
. Speed in developling a penetration 1s essential.
An assault completed at nightfall leaves the enenmy taking

< gy et e ek e R SRR RO DT i B I T T T e A Tl 3

cuuntermeasures 1n the eonrusion of darkness.

e AL A R A

The night follovins .3_3usgesaivd. ﬁmmwmm for.

exploitatignp -
ul use of terrain reduces incidental casualties to a

minimum,
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4 night attack against resistance reguires definite objeatives'

and zome knowledge of the enemy dispositions for the best chanece
of suoccess,

4 meeting engagement in the darkness is prone to develop into
a standing fire-fight.

Armor will add momentum %o the exploitation.

il G MMWWMMW
Armor, when its shoek action 1is neutralized,; may provide a

base of fire for attacking = foot troops.

4n apparently strong defenaze may ocrumble at the touch. Delay
is unjustified without a testing attack,

Terrain considered to favor tha attaeker may enable the

RN SRS
attacker to gain speetaeular suecess.,

pak Sl L ; el Fate Sl i o BT

The sucecesaes of an sttack must be qnickly organized and made
eapahls of defenoce to endure. |

Overall: The attack should be bold, flexible, co-ordinated
and designéd to exploit surprise with speed, utilizing supporting
arms to the 1limit of thelr caspabillities to ensure'sucoeésfui shock
action which may be developed to take'aﬂvaptagn.nfecrerf ‘ E
natural and artificial eircumstance in atfaining vital objectives
and the destruetion of the énemy, prepared at all times t0 defend
what 1t has taken.

The Defenge:

No defense e¢zan g. permanently halt an adequately étrong,
determined, intelligent enemy aquippeﬁ with neutralizing weapons.

When é defense is no ldnger ef'feotive in its mission and is
rthreatened with destruction, it should evacuate immediately teo
Tight another ﬂay;

Counter-attack should be held until the main threat develops
vl WWMuWWWWM

and thegﬁlaunehed withoqﬁmgs&&x&m

Every means should be used to detemmine the mein thrust dguring

a break-through.

48




The improperly organizad.defense 13 no defense against

e o e e, P T

a determined enemy.
Mw
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